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Anna Bowkis
· How did it start – Like most of my ideas, lol, an idea pops into my head at some silly hour and a few emails later, Pencil Lines was born! I am terrible at coming up with ideas and then wanting them in situ NOW! The DT will vouch for that.

· Why did it start - Gosh, where do I start. I have always sketched, from my days as an Interior Designer, sketching floor plans, and now as a crafter. I have several note books where my scribbles are housed! I love sketches…

· How did you pick the original members – I am very lucky to know many talented scrapbook designers whom are also friends. I wanted an international feel, so that Pencil Lines would appeal to everyone, I also wanted a variety of styles represented in the DT. Each of the original members , who are still all active members I might add, were chosen with this in mind

· Why this concept – How often do you sit down with a few hours to spare, no children to hassle you, no housework, and the dreaded scrappers block hits you?? It happens to me more often than I would like to admit. I would always turn to my sketch book, online galleries and other sketch sites for inspiration. When Pencil lines started there weren’t any other sketch challenge blogs around and I thought it would be fun to get together with a few scrapping buddies and challenge ourselves weekly! 

· What were your expectations/hopes when you started – I could be all humble and say none, but that would be fibbing. I did want Pencil Lines to be an inspiration to other scrappers, from beginners to advanced scrappers. The one thing I hadn’t expected was the amazing support received by “celebrity scrappers”, our amazing sponsors, and our readers, yep that’s you! Pencil Lines would not be where it is today without a lot of hard work behind the scenes, our sponsors, our readers.

· What’s the fun part of this – Sunday 8pm GMT, when the sketch goes live and I see all the DT’s interpretations. I  love getting the emails with your layouts attached for the readers gallery

·  what's the not so fun part :p – mmm, tough one, I guess choosing our favorite layout of the month from the readers gallery, it is so hard! I hate choosing, and like the rest of the DT we always end up with a list and not just one!

·  What has it done for you personally / your scrapping – For me as a scrapper, I am challenged every week by new and exciting sketches, amazing products to work with. I no longer scrap single photo layouts, thanks to the great sketches we get every week. 

· What is your personal favorite layout of all time – My favourite GDT layout has to be the very talented Carole Janson (http://www.pencillines.com/2006/11/sketch_6.html) Carole’s designs are a work of art and I would so love to see one of her creations in real life. Her use of dimension and texture amazes me every time. Its so hard to choose just one favorite readers layout, but one reader who stands out every week to myself and the DT is Janine Langer. Every week her work is truly inspirational

· Which guest was you personally most thrilled to have – It has to be our very first GDT, Ali Edwards. I was absolutely gob smacked and totally star struck when Ali said Yes. Ali is very supportive of Pencil Lines and a firm favorite with all our DT.
· What were the milestones for Pencil Lines – Being where we are right now, a year on, with thousands of readers every week coming to visit the site!
· Any fun stories about Pencil Lines – yikes I cant think of any, does that make us really boring!!
A huge thank you goes out to the DT who without you there would be no Pencil Lines, thank you for believing in me and special thanks goes out to Anam, without you organizing all the behind the scenes stuff and nudging us every week, where would we be! Don’t answer that, lol

I look forward to another great year of Pencil Lines sketches with you all. Keep sending us your layouts for our readers gallery, we love seeing your interpretations.

Hugs

Anna xx

